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ORDINANCE NO. 90d 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LAS ANIMAS, COLORADO, , 
BY THE ADDITION OF AFiTICLE V TO CHAPTER 2 OF THE SAID CODE PER- 
TAINING TO THE .WICIPAL COURT AND THE MUNICIPAL JUDGE, AND PRO- 
VIDING THAT THE MUNICIPAL COURT SHALL BE A COURT OF RECORD. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAS 
.4NIMAS, COLORADO : 

T h a t  t h e  Code o f  t h e  C i t y  of  Las Animas, Colorado,  i s  
h e r e b y  amended by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  A r t i c l e  V t o  C h a p t e r  2  o f  s a i d  
Code a s  f o l l o w s :  

AQTICLE V. MUNICIPAL COURT 

Sec.  2-30. D e f i n i t i o n s .  

A s  used  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t e r m s  s h a l l  have 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  meanings:  

M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  - The t e r m  M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  
s h a l l  mean t h e  p o l i c e  m a g i s t r a t e ' s  c o u r t  o r  
P o l i c e  Cour t .  From and a f t e r  February  1, 
1972,  t h e  t e r m  M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  s h a l l  f u r t h e r  
mean a  q u a l i f i e d  M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  of  r e c o r d .  

M u n i c i p a l  Judge - The t e r m  Munic ipa l  Judge  
s h a l l  mean P o l i c e  M a g i s t r a t e  o r  P o l i c e  Judge.  

Sec. 2-31. M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  C r e a t e d .  - 
A M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  i n  and f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  Las Animas, 

Co lorado  i s  h e r e b y  c r e a t e d  and e s t a b l i s h e d .  S a i d  Munic ipa l  
C o u r t  from and a f t e r  February  1, 1972,  s h a l l  be  a  q u a l i f i e d  
M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  o f  r e c o r d  and a  v e r b a t i m  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  proceed-  . 
i n g s  and e v i d e n c e  a t  t r i a l s  s h a l l  be k e p t  e i t h e r  by e l e c t r i c  
d e v i s e s  o r  s t e n o g r a p h i c  means. 

Sec. 2-32. A ~ p r o p r i a t i o n s .  

The C i t y  Counc i l  f o r  t h e  C i t y  of  Las Animas s h a l l  a n n u a l l y  
a p p r o p r i a t e  an amount s u f f i c i e n t  t o  pay t h e  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  
J u d g e ,  c l e r i c a l  h e l p ,  o f f i c e  h e l p ,  o f f i c e  expense  and expense  of  
s u p p l i e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h i s  A r t i c l e  V 
o f  C h a p t e r  2 of  t h e  Code of  t h e  C i t y  of  Las Animas, Colorado.  

Sec. 2-33. M u n i c i p a l  Judqe  - Appointment: Term: Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  

The c o u r t  s h a l l  be p r e s i d e d  o v e r  by a  p r e s i d i n g  M u n i c i p a l  
J u d g e  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  f o r  an  i n d e f i n i t e  t e r m  o r \  
u n t i l  a  s u c c e s s o r  i s  a p p o i n t e d  and d u l y  q u a l i f i e d .  The M u n i c i p a l  
J u d g e  s h a l l  be a  r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  County of  Bent ,  S t a t e  o f  Co lorado ,  
and a n  A t t o r n e y  a t  Law, r e g u l a r l y  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  l aw i n  t h e  
S t a t e  of Colorado.  The M u n i c i p a l  Judge  s h a l l  pe r fo rm no o t h e r  
d u t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  h o u r s  t h a t  c o u r t  i s  i n  s e s s i o n ,  e x c e p t  such  a s  



may be approved by t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  on motion. The Board may 
a p p o i n t  a d d i t i o n a l  j u d g e s  from t i m e  t o  t i m e  a s  may be needed 
t o  t r a n s a c t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  o r  t o  p r e s i d e  i n  t h e  ab- 
s e n c e  o f  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  judge.  The p r e s i d i n g  judge  s h a l l  super -  
v i s e  and d i r e c t  t h e  c o u r t ' s  o p e r a t i o n .  Any Munic ipa l  Judge  may 
be  removed by t h e  C i t y  Counc i l  f o r  cause .  

Sec. 2-34. Oath.  

Before  e n t e r i n g  upon t h e  d u t i e s  of h i s  o f f i c e  t h e  Munic ipa l  
J u d g e  s h a l l  t a k e  and s u b s c r i b e  b e f o r e  t h e  Mayor o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  
Las  Animas and f i l e  w i t h  t h e  C i t y  Counc i l  an o a t h  o r  a f f i r m a t i o m  
t h a t  h e  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and 
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Colorado and t h e  o r d i n a n c e s  
o f  t h e  C i t y  of Las Animas, and w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  pe r fo rm t h e  d u t i e s  
o f  h i s  o f f i c e .  

Sec. 2-35. Powers o f  M u n i c i ~ a l  Judse .  

The M u n i c i p a l  Judge s h a l l  have f u l l  power and a u t h o r i t y  
t o  make and a d o p t  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  b u s i -  
n e s s  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  Cour t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  Munic ipa l  C o u r t  
R u l e s  of Procedure  promulgated by t h e  Colorado Supreme Cour t .  

Sec. 2-36. E x o f f i c i o  C l e r k .  

The M u n i c i p a l  Judge s h a l l  a l s o  be e x o f f i c i o  c l e r k  o f  t h e  
c o u r t  u n l e s s  a s e p a r a t e  c l e r k  of t h e  Munic ipa l  C o u r t  s h a l l  have 
been a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  Judge by and w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n t  of t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  Las Animas, Colorado. 

I n  c a s e  o f  t h e  t emporary  absence,  s i c k n e s s  o r  o t h e r  i n -  
a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Munic ipa l  Judge t o  a c t ,  t h e  Mayor may a p p o i n t  
some competent  p e r s o n  who o t h e r w i s e  mee t s  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
f o r  Munic ipa l  Judge  under  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h i s  A r t i c l e  t o  a c t  a s  
such  Munic ipa l  Judge  u n t i l  t h e  d i s a b i l i t y  of t h e  Munic ipa l  Judge 
i s  removed; p r o v i d e d ,  however, t h a t  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
M u n i c i p a l  Judge  be a  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  County o f  Bent,  S t a t e  of 
Colorado ,  s h a l l  n o t  a p p l y  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  t o  a p p o i n t  
a n  a c t i n g  M u n i c i p a l  Judge.  

Sec. 2-38. J u r i s d i c t i o n .  Powers and Procedure  of Cour t .  -- 
The M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  s h a l l  have o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  

a l l  c a s e s  a r i s i n g  under  t h e  Code and o t h e r  o r d i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  
C i t y  of Las Animas, Colorado,  w i t h  f u l l  power t o  p u n i s h  v i o l a t o r s  
thereof by the imposition of such fines and p e n a l t i e s  a s  a r e  
p r e s c r i b e d  by o r d i n a n c e  o r  c o u r t  r u l e .  The p r o c e d u r e  of t h e  c o u r t  
s h a l l  be i n  accordance  w i t h  t h e  Munic ipa l  Cour t  R u l e s  o f  P r o c e d u r e  
a s  promulgated by t h e  Colorado Supreme Court .  

Sec. 2-39. S e s s i o n s  o f  c o u r t .  

There  s h a l l  be r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n s  of c o u r t  f o r  t h e  t r i a l  
o f  c a s e s ,  and t h e  Munic ipa l  Judge  s h a l l  h e a r  and d e t e r m i n e  com- 
p l a i n t s  f o r  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  any C i t y  Ordinance where t h e r e  i s  



p r o b a b l e  cause  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  an o f f e n s e  h a s  been committed. 
I t  s h a l l  be l a w f u l  f o r  t h e  Munic ipa l  Judge t o  h o l d  s p e c i a l  
s e s s i o n s  of c o u r t  a t  any t i m e  i n c l u d i n g  Sundays and h o l i d a y s ,  
i f  i n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  Judge a  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  i s  deemed 
a d ~ ~ s a b l e .  A l l  s e s s i o n s  s h a l l  be open t o  t h e  p u b l i c ;  p rov ided ,  
however, t h a t  where t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  c a s e  i s  such t h a t  i t  would 
b e  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of j u s t i c e  t o  e x c l u d e  p e r s o n s  n o t  d i r e c t l y  
connec ted  w i t h  t h e  p roceed ing ,  t h e  Judge may o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t -  
room be c l e a r e d .  

Sec. 2.40, Appeals.  

From a l l  judgments of t h e  Munic ipa l  Cour t  o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  
Las Animas, a p p e a l s  nay  be made t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Cour t  of Bent 
County,  Colorado. The p r a c t i c e  and p rocedure  i n  such c a s e  s h a l l  
be t h e  same a s  p rov ided  by S e c t i o n s  37-15-10 and 37-17-15, CRS 
1963, a s  amended, and a p p l i c a b l e  r u l e s  of p rocedure  f o r  t h e  
a p p e a l  o f  misdemeanor c o n v i c t i o n s  from t h e  County C o u r t  t o  t h e  
D i s t r i c t  Court .  

Sec. 2-41. Emerqencv Clause .  

The C i t y  Counc i l  f i n d s ,  d e t e r m i n e s  and d e c l a r e s  t h a t  t h i s  
a c t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  peace,  h e a l t h  
and s a f e t y  and s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  immediate ly  upon t h e  f i n a l  
passage.  and p u b l i c a t i o n  t h e r e o f .  

Mayor / 
ATTEST : 

C i t y  'Clerk // 
V ~ f i r s t  r e a d i n g  and o r d e r e d  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  ,/d day of  

, 19=. 

P s s e d  on second an t h i r d  r e a d i n g s  and o r d e r e d  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  
-4 d a y  dULYX- , 1 9 2 ,  

STATE OF COLORADO ) 
COUNTY OF BENT 
C I T Y  OF LAS ANIMAS 

I ,  L i l a  M,  Maupin, C i t y  Cle rk  o f  t h e  c i t y  of Las Animas, 
Colorado do h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  t h e  above and f o r e g o i n g  Ordinance 
was i n t r o d u c e d ,  r e a d  i n  f u l l  and passed  on f' a t  t h e  

9 t h e  
e  Bent 

f  s a i d  c i t y ,  and was 
h e  r e g u l a r  mee t in  

, t h e  I& day of 3&22f 
l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Bent County 

Democryf, t h e  o f f i c i a l  paper  of s a i d  C i t y ,  a s  Ordinance No. 
of t h e  c i t y  of Las Animas, Bent County, Colorado.  +@ 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have h e r e u n t o  s e t  my hand and 
c i t y  of Las Anirna;, t h i s  &Id day  of 


